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counted for by the influence exerted upon him in those days
by a certain Ushakov, a labour leader. I knew this man
as one of the few workmen who did not lose their heads
during the revolutionary days and who refused to join the
Soviet in 1905. I had a talk with him and at my request
he composed a memorandum for me, describing his relations
with Nikolai Nikolaievich and, in general, the role he
played in the October days. According to this document,
which is in my possession, Ushakov had gained access to
the Grand Duke through Prince Andronnikov and a certain
Naryshkin, and on the eve of October 17, 1905, Ushakov
had an interview with him, in the course of which he insisted
on the granting of a constitution as the only way out of the
critical situation. I have told elsewhere how short-lived
was the Grand Duke's affection for the new-born Russian
constitution. A few weeks after the publication of the
manifesto I learned that he was conspiring with the head of
the Black Hundred Party, the ill-famed Dubrovin.